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IT IS A BURNING SHAME 


that so many churches are 
without sufficient insurance 
and not properly safeguarded 
against fire. NATIONAL Mu- 
TUAL CHURCH INSURANCE Co. OF 
Cuicaco—The Methodist Mu- 
tual has for over twenty-six 
years been furnishing pro- 
tection against Fire, Lightning 
and Windstorm at cost. No 
assessments; easy payments; 
profits to policyholders; legal 
reserve for protection of policy 
holders same as stock com- 
pany. 


Parsonages, Homes and Personal Effects of Church Members also Insured 


NO AGENTS—DEAL DIRECT 


Address HENRY P. MAGILL, Secretary and Manager 


1509 Insurance Exchange 
Chicago, Illinois 


Garrett 
Biblical Institute 


Offers exceptional opportunity 
- in preparing for work in 
The Pastorate The Institutional Church 
The Rural Church The Home Mission Field 
The City Church The Foreign Mission Field 


Religious Education and other special- 
ized fields of Christian Service. 

In co-operation with Northwestern Uni- 
versity, numerous courses are offered 
leading to advanced degrees. 

Tuition androom rent free; ampleoppor- 
tunities for self-help, 

For general catalogue and detailed in- 
formation, address 


FREDERICK CARL EISELE, President 
Garrett Building, Evanstr n, Illinois 
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CONGREGATIONS 


In one of our church papers the following phrase appears, 
“Preaching of the right sort will fill the House of God to over- 
flowing.” The implications in a phrase like that are very, very 
serious. Is it not true that there are brethren, loyal and true, 
earnest and consecrated, who are preaching the Gospel of the 
New Testament, the Gospel of the Son of God, but whose 
churches are far from “filled to overflowing” ? 

Some of the best known and strongest preachers in America, 
and regarded as such by their brethren are not preaching in 
churches crowded to overflowing. The phrase in the New Testa- 
ment concerning Jesus where it says, “the common people heard 
him gladly,” does not refer to his preaching but to His answering 
the scribes and pharisees. The common people were delighted at 
his retorts and rejoiced to hear Him rout the pharisees in con- 
troversy. There is no evidence that Jesus set large store by 
crowds. There is a hint even that the multitudes followed him 
because of the loaves and fishes. 

There are localities in every city where it is comparatively 
easy to get a large congregation. I could indicate such in the City 
of Chicago. But there are other localities where I think that even 
an Apostle Paul could not draw a crowd. On a recent visit to 
New York I heard three of the best known preachers in the land, 
but their churches were far from “crowded to overflowing.” 


Then, we have all known men who in certain localities have 
preached to big congregations, but on a change of pastorate have 
had to be content with a very much smaller hearing. The men 
were the same. The constituency was different. With the counter 
attractions in a great city and the ever-widening social gatherings 
on the Sunday, with the lure of the automobile and the parks and 
the movies and the theatres, the preacher’s task is becoming 
increasingly difficult. 
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The affirmation that the right kind of preaching will fill 
churches to overflowing is born of very scant knowledge and an 
inadequate survey of the conditions of modern life. Such talk 
would make sad the hearts of thousands of preachers whom 
God has not made sad, if they did not have the larger view and 
know the facts more accurately. ` 


Crime and Youth 


The crime wave that is sweeping over our own city and over 
other cities throughout the land is taxing the ingenuity of the 
administrators of justice and of the police department every- 
where. But the fact that an overwhelming per cent of these 
criminals are young, ages ranging from seventeen to twenty-five, 
is a matter to give parents pause. Fathers and mothers should 
be solicitous about the company their girls keep and the associa- 
tions their boys form. 

À piece of coal in its cold natural condition will blacken the 
hand when touched or gripped, and that same coal when glowing 
with heat will burn the hand and sear the flesh if touched or 
gripped. So the associations and companionships of youth will 
either help to make or mar. Ulysses said, *T am part of all I 
have met.” Our sons and daughters will take on some of the 
qualities of their youthful companions. It is said there is enough 
light emanating from a human body to take a photograph, if it 
could be focused. So out from every human life moral influences 
are emanating which contaminate or enrich, elevate or drag down. 
One diseased apple will spoil a barrel. One bad boy in a group 
may poison the fountains of life for his boy companions. Every 
parent should ask the question, is my son or is my daughter form- 
ing the right kind of friendships. 


Reading for Youth 


_ Continuing our observations on crime and youth, it is very 
important for parents to inquire concerning the reading of their 
sons and daughters. We are in the day of scientific dietry. We 
are careful concerning the food our growing children take into 
their bodies. We have come to realize in a new way that morals 
are often made in the kitchen; that the cook may directly affect 
the moral life of the entire family. Automobile owners are care- 
ful concerning the quality of oil and gasoline they use for the 
machine, and parents exercise themselves concerning the physical 
food provided for their children. 

This is all to the good, but it is vastly more important to be 
concerned about their mental diet. What are the magazines that 
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lie on the table in the home? What is the character of the daily 
paper bought for family reading? And in these days where there 
is so much of fiction, fiction that interprets life sometimes accu- 
rately and sometimes inaccurately, it is well to know the moral 
quality of the story books in the hands of our young people. 


À glance at any public book store will furnish evidence of the 
moral filth crowded into many of the modern books of fiction, 
Then, in addition to poisoning the mind, some of these books are 
well calculated to undermine the faith. So parents should be 
exercised on this matter. It is the duty of every father and 
mother to see that the right kind of magazines are always on the 
library table, and carefully selected books on the library shelves. 

Then, it is good to have the Bible and the church hymnal always 
in evidence and one or more good church papers. The very 
sight of these will react favorably on young life, and even the 
pictures on the wall, and the mottoes round the house should be 
taken into account because of their re-action on the life. They 
have a great influence on growing youth. Mental food should 
receive as much and more consideration than the physical dietry 
of the family. 

Some time ago I talked with three young men who paid the 
life penalty for two-or three horrible murders they had com- 
mitted, and in the several conversations had with them they all 
testified to the sad fact that their lives had been poisoned, by what 
we call “blood and thunder novels.” They all had good mothers 
whom I knew but mothers who had not been careful concernin 


cox 
d 
the mental diet of these growing boys. i 


Daily Vacation Bible School 


The period for the Daily Vacation Bible School is on us. We 
have now identified with our Methodist churches thirty-five such 
schools. Five years ago we had none. The vast importance 
of this work cannot be fully measured much less over-estimated. 
To have a little time taken out of the play life of the children 
on a summer's day for Bible instruction, the singing of good 
hymns, instruction in crafts, and to be brought into contact 
with gracious, Christian personalities is a ministry of incalcu- 
lable worth. Sacred deposits are made in the mind that will 
remain there through all the years. Indelible impressions are 
made on these young immortals. The influence projected into 
their lives will never die. The City Missionary Society is help- 
ing in the founding and maintenance of such schools to the utmost 
of the limited funds available. 


Readers of this paragraph could make no better investment. of 
a little of the Lord’s money at this time of the year, than sending 
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it in to this office to be directly distributed in the work of these 
Daily Vacation Bible Schools. The calls upon us cannot be 
answered. The demands cannot be met, and yet the work is of 
paramount importance. Please send in a contribution however 
small. Such a contribution will be an investment in boyhood and 
girlhood, an investment that will yield dividends in manhood and 
womanhood in the years to come. 


Halsted Street 


The campaign for Halsted Street moves apace. We are not 
in position at this issue to make a report, but if the tides of 
generosity and enthusiasm continue the calamity that threatened 
to overwhelm that historic Institutional Church will be averted. 
Our people are responding to this emergency. Dr. Stephenson 
and Dr. Scott should have a sympathetic hearing everywhere. 
The cause demands it. We hope before many months it will be 
possible to begin operations for the erection of their new building. 


New Openings 


Nine new missions in entirely new territory have been opened 
in recent weeks. They are the seeds from which churches will 
spring. Most of the churches that we have in this city, large 
and small, were begun just in this way. In many of these mis- 
sions the Sunday School is already quite large, with membership 
and congregations steadily growing. And before many years 
have passed in every one of these new fields of activity we will 
have substantial church buildings, large congregations and active 
and consecrated memberships. å 

But it taxes the resources of the City Missionary Society to 
the utmost to keep pace with the growing demands of the city. 
Our annual income should be doubled immediately. We have 
continually to decline calls and turn a deaf ear to appeals, because 
we are unable to give any financial aid or render assistance to å 
worker. All we can do is to express good will. I am perfectly 
sure if our Methodist pastors and people realized the situation a 
response to our City Missionary appeals would be very greatly 
increased and the giving would be hilarious. Å 

Complete details concerning these new enterprises will be 
furnished later in the year. Dr. W. B. Grimes is co-operating 
most judiciously in these new developments. 


South Chicago 


In connection with our Church at South Chicago under the 
leadership of that indefatigable worker, Charles A. Parkin, 
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there is a "sound of a going in the mulberry trees.” Dr. Parkin 
has been untiring in his labors. He has wrought a miracle in 
that densely populated section. The manifold activities that he 
has developed are enumerated in his article published in this 
issue. The prospects are brighter with every passing day for the 
fulfillment of his dreams and the actualization of his long hoped 
for Three Hundred Thousand Dollar plant. 


SOUTH CHICAGO METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Friendship Center 


The South Chicago Methodist Episcopal Church, popularly 
known as Friendship Center, is having its very best year in every 
way. The Sunday School has almost doubled, Church Services : 
are better attended, the auxiliaries of the church are very pros- 
perous and the Mid-week activities are reaching and serving more 
and larger groups of people. 

Easter Sunday was a truly great day. There were 181 in the 
Sunday School and the missionary offering was $106. The total 
offerings for the day were over $200. Forty-five were received 
into the church during the day, mostly young people from the 
Sunday School. 

The Church has enjoyed a steady growth during the past five 
and a half years when the present movement was begun under 
the leadership of the pastor, to make it an Industrial-Institutional 
Church with a Seven-Day-Program. The following comparative 
data will show this. 


Some Interesting Data 


1. Growth in Sunday School Membership in Five Years. 
1919 reported by former Pastor 
T reported by present Pastor 


1922 “ é 3 i 
1923 “ “ “ “ 
1924 “ “ “ “ 


2. Growth in Church Membership in Past Five Years. 


1919 reported by former Pastor 
1920 reported by present Pastor ... 
1921 ce “ “ LL 

1922 LL “ « LL 
1923 «€ 46 LL LL 
1924 46 LL LL LU 


When it is understood that this is an industrial center which is con- 
stantly changing, this growth will be appreciated. 
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Benevolences During the Past Five Years 
A study of the benevolences for the past five years will give a fine appre- 


ciation of the growth of the spirit of giving of this Church. 


Amount Paid to Rock River Annual Conference 


1919 reported by former Pastor .........mseonrsorovosvssrnnonrnnns $132.00 
1920 reported by present Pastor .... ... 626.00 
1921 se s “ one: … 548.00 
1922 H s g i 752.00 
1923 w = ss Oe ee 839.00 


These figures are taken from the Minutes of the Rock River Conference 
as published in the Annual Year Book. 


While this is a Mission Field pure and simple yet it would be disastrous 
ta the, life of the Church for them to receive and not give for the good 
of others. 


_ Å concrete illustration of how the program works out is shown 
in the group known as The Comrades, a bunch of boys from 14 
to 17 years of age. Jesus is their ideal and they lend themselves 
to a program of following In His Steps. They daily seek to 


Comrades Basket Ball Team 
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Rev. Charles À. Parkin, D.D. 
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“increase in wisdom, stature and in favor with God and man.” 
In four years they have won the Basket Ball championships for 
the Calumet District and have not lost a game in the past two 
years during which time their per cent average has been perfect, 
in sportsmanship, promptness, neatness in person, personal atti- 
tude, team play and games won. On Easter Sunday our pastor 
received into membership in the Church every boy on the team 
(except one and he is a Catholic) who had not previously joined. 
A picture of this team is shown clad in their "Letter Sweat- 
ers” awarded by “The Center.” 


The Annual Fathers and Sons’ Banquet was a great affair with 
over 100 in attendance. The address was given by Dr. John 
Thompson and he never spoke to better advantage. 


Fathers’ and Sons’ Annual Banquet 
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The Comrades Sunday School Class with a membership of 22 
challenged a class.of girls with the same number enrolled, to a 
contest to end Easter. The girls won by three points and the boys 
entertained them in honor of the victory. We here present the 
picture of the affair. 


Two Class Banquet 
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A very fine Dramatic Club has been organized that is doing 
excellent work in their line. It has a membership of over fifty. 
We present a picture of the cast in “See America First,” the 
operetta, written by Carry B. Adams. 


Dramatic Club 


We are still in the temporary quarters, Built-In-A-Day. They 
are very inadequate and cramped and have long been outgrown. 
Our New Building is long past due. Our work is suffering for 
suitable quarters and equipment, with which to do our work. 


If we only had our new Church and Community Plant we would 
have a Sunday School of 500 in five years and a Church Member- 
ship of even more and would serve 40,000 people a month instead 
of the 5,000 we reach now. 


There are many people who will read these lines that could 
make this plant possible by a gift, and never miss it, that would 
thus minister to these thousands IN HIS NAME, and thus help to 
bring in the Kingdom of Christ among men. What better monu- 
ment could be erected in memory of one departed? 

CHARLES A. PARKIN. 


Telephone Main 1409 Postlewait 


GOLDEN RULE 


C. M. MILLER IG ervice 


Successor to 
Gage and Miller 


REAL ESTATE Deal where dollars 
LOANS AND do their best. You 
INSURANCE :: can't excuse your- 


self for paying 
more than our price 


Mortgages for sale 


Phone West 0250 


Property managed 
Member Cook County Real Estate Board 
POSTLEWAIT 
192 N. CLARK ST. Undertaker 
CHICAGO + > 1867 OGDEN AVENUE 


WILLIAM LEES 


Contractor for 
Steam and Hot Water 


HEATING APPARATUS 


Ventilating and Steam 
Power Plants 


548 Washington Blvd. Telephone Main 2959 
CHICAGO 
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The Methodist Book Concern 


Distribution to the Conference 


Claimants.. 
1921 = - = = = $275,000 
1922 a - = a - 200,000 
1923 - - - = = 300,000 
1924 - - - - = 350,000 
Total - - = - $1,125,000 
[ol 


Check to Your Conference 
This. Year 
ROCK RIVER 


$8,714.00 


- Have you helped to make this possible? 


1. By buying ALL your books of THE 
METHODIST BOOK CONCERN? 


2. By using ONLY Methodist Supplies in 
your Sunday School? 


3. By subscribing for the ADVOCATE? 


3 
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The Methodist Book Concern 


740 RUSH STREET AT SUPERIOR 
Phone Superior 6450 
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